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'SCORCHED EARTH'
The Russian technique of scorched earth has stag-
gered humanity, but humanity has been powerless to do-
anything except applaud the amazing sacrifice and bravery
that counted no cost too great to circumvent the enemy.
I have shared the amazement with the admirers but not
their admiration.
We like to imitate what we admire. Now that the pros-
pect faces us, are we able to contemplate with equanimity,,
or feel the glow of bravery and sacrifice at, the prospect
of India's earth being scorched and everything destroyed
in order that the enemy's march may be hampered?
As a war resister my answer can only b^ one. I see
neither braveiy nor sacrifice in destroying life or property
for offence or defence. I would far rather leave, if I must,
my crops and homestead for the enemy to use than destroy
them for the sake of preventing their use by him. There is
reason, sacrifice and even bravery in so leaving my home-
stead and crops, if I do so not out of fear but because I refuse
to regard anyone as my enemy—that is, out of a humani-
tarian motive.
But in India's case there is, too, a practical consi-
deration. Unlike Russia's, India's masses have no national
instinct developed in the sense that Russia's have. India
is not fighting. Her conquerors are. Supposing that the con-
querors are worsted and the Japanese come, the inarticulate
masses will not even notice the change for the time being
or for a long time. The intelligentsia are divided on the
issue of the war. The motive here is irrelevant. India's sol-
diers are in no sense a national army. They are soldiers
because it is their profession. They will as soon fight under
the Japanese or any other provided they are paid for fight-
ing. In these circumstances the policy of scorched earth
would be a wholly indefensible act.
It is therefore a matter for satisfaction that Indian
opinion is being expressed against the policy of scorching-
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